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Stakeholders during the engagement 

HRCSL CHAIR URGES DARU TOWN TO RESPECT HUMAN RIGHTS 

 

The Chairman of the Human Rights commission of Sierra Leone Commissioner Rev Dr. Usman Jesse Fornah 
on Monday May 21st, admonished the people of Daru, Kailahun District to respect the principles of human 
rights. 

 

The Commissioner was in Daru with the Human Rights commission of Sierra Leone on a mobile complaints 
hearing in Kailahun District. Explaining the reasons for the mobile complaint hearing in Daru, the 
Commissioner said human rights violations are key challenges within rural communities and townships. He 
continued that the Commission takes into cognizance its lack of representation within the district thus 
making access a further challenge. "The Commission is concerned about the wellbeing of every Sierra 
Leonean regardless of whatever challenges they may face" he stated. 

 

Commissioner Fornah also stated that the HRCSL is aware of the prevalence of harmful traditional practices 
in rural communities that are in contravention of international human rights principles and best practices. 
As a result, "many victims of human rights violations go without redress and perpetrators go unpunished". 

Also speaking during the complaints hearing, the Local Unit Commander in Daru, M.M Kamara emphasized 
on the principles of respecting people's rights as he said Sierra Leone is a signatory to several treaties that 
have been domesticated. The LUC revealed that his station received 24 cases of sexual and gender based 
violence, sexual penetration and economic abuse. 

 

Explaining the challenges faced by women and children in Daru, the Women's leader, Bernadette Lahai said 
it was an opportunity to have the mobile complaints hearing as women and children's rights issues, 
devolution of estate and teenage pregnancy. The Women's leader disclosed that when teenage girls are 
impregnated, their schooling is affected even after they give birth. She also lamented how women are 
discriminated in decision making processes. 

 

Several other statements were made by the Paramount Chief Musa Ngombu Kla Kallon and the 
Commanding Officer Daru Barracks, Lt.Col. M.M Kanu. 

 

The HRCSL have conducted mobile complaints hearing in Kabala, Tongo, Waterloo, Pujehun, Masingbi and 
Moyamba. 

 

The main purpose of these exercises is to provide the opportunity to people living in these communities to 
submit in person their complaints of alleged human rights violations to the Commission. 

 HRCSL Chairman flanked by the PC and LUC 
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