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HRCSL COMMEMORATES INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL 
CHILD 

 
In commemoration of the International Day of the Girl Child, the Human Rights 
Commission of Sierra Leone (HRCSL) on Monday 12th October 2020 embarked 
on a nationwide public education in selected Primary and Secondary Schools.  
This move by the Commission was to bring to light the challenges girls face and 
to also draw the attention of the girls themselves and other stakeholders 
including government, civil society organization and private sector on the need 
to address these challenges.  
 
Speaking on this year’s theme ‘My Voice our Equal Future’, the Commission in 
its statement stated that it was very necessary to create a level platform for both 
girls and boys alike to access opportunities without discrimination. 
 
Referencing the Laws of the land, the statement emphasised the importance of 
educating girls on the laws protecting women and girls and also highlight 
responsibilities that go along with the rights embedded in those laws. The 
statement also calls on stakeholders to increase their effort towards: Improving 
equal access to quality primary and secondary education including life-skills; 
Promote access to alternative learning opportunities for out of school 
adolescents in the form of life skills training;  
Ensure that survivors of SGBV access free and quality specialized services.  
Girls were encouraged not to allow anything to stop them from achieving their 
future and also to use their voices to constructively put a stop to rape, child 
abuse, harassment early marriage and teenage pregnancy.  
 
The International Day of the Girl Child was adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly Resolution 66/170 on 19th December 2011. This initiative was 
aimed at increasing awareness of inequality faced by girls based on their gender 
in society. In the midst of this, every year across the world, the International Day 
of the Girl Child is celebrated on October 11 to recognize the rights of girls in 
order to break the cycle of discrimination and violence against them. 

 


